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Without doubt Neil Simon is one of America’s most popular and prolific playwrights.  In a career spanning 
five decades he has made some keenly observed comments on the capacity of human beings to love, laugh 
and generally make fools of themselves. 
 

California Suite is one of his biggest hits.  It is set in a suite in a California hotel and presents a series of 
playlets dealing with human relationships both funny and poignant at the same time. 
 

Judy Menz, one of Adelaide’s well-known theatre identities, is directing this most entertaining play for St. 
Jude’s Players.  Judy is no stranger to the plays of Neil Simon.  She has directed (with great success)  
Brighton Beach Memoirs, Plaza Suite and Laughter On The 23rd Floor.  Judy says,  “Neil Simon is a          
remarkable playwright.  He keeps his audience laughing most of the time but never overlooks the more     
serious aspects of our human faults and failings.” 
 

The cast for this play is Julie Quick, Les Zetlein, Pamela O’Grady, David Rapkin, Joanne St Clair, Sue 
Wylie, Peter Davies, Lindsay Dunn and  Geraldine Burston. 

 
 

Director 
Judy 
 Menz 
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Recent seasons of St Jude’s Players productions have sold out very quickly.  
To be assured of your seats return the enclosed preferential booking form as 
soon as possible.  Preferential bookings close 7th July.  Ordinary bookings 
open 8th July and can be made by telephoning our box office team Helen and 
Fred Allen. 

Contact them Monday to Friday between 9 am and 6 pm on: 
 

8270  4205 
 

Tickets:      Adult  $15    Concession  $12    Chil d   $7 
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CLASSIC  PRIESTLEY  PLAY  FOR  NOVEMBER 
Plans for our November production of The Visit have 
been cancelled. 
 

The Players were quite excited at the prospect of 
bringing this unusual and brilliant play to our            
audiences.  All amateur rights to this play have been 
unexpectedly withdrawn and despite desperate pleas 
to the agents, we will not be able to stage The Visit as 
planned. 
 

However, we are very pleased to announce that we 
have replaced this play with a production of the classic 
J B Priestley drama An Inspector Calls. 
 

Although disappointed about The 
Visit, director Don Oakley has met 
this change of program with          
excitement and anticipation.  He   
believes that Priestley’s message 
has as much relevance today as it 
did when he wrote the play in 1945.  
An Inspector Calls is a complex,   
enthralling mystery with arguably 
one of the most un-nerving twists 
ever written for theatre.  It is set in 
1912 and while the world has 

changed dramatically from that Edwardian era, the  
attitudes of snobbishness and selfishness still abide. 
 

Don Oakley plans that his production will address the 
traditional as well as a more modernistic approach to 
the staging of the play. 
 

An Inspector Calls will play from the 13th to 15th and 
19th to 22nd November at 8 pm with matinees on both 
Saturdays. 

       PLAYWRIGHTS’  CORNER 
                   NEIL  SIMON 
Neil Simon was born in the Bronx on 
July 4, 1927 and grew up in        
Manhattan.  He attended New York 
and Denver Universities before    
joining the United States Army where 
he began his writing career working 
for the Army camp newspaper. 
 

After leaving the army, he and his 
brother Danny began writing comedy revues and 
eventually found their way into television where they 
worked alongside the likes of Woody Allen and Mel 
Brooks. 
 

Simon received several Emmy Award nominations for 
his television writing, then moved on to the stage 
where he quickly established himself as America’s 
most successful commercial playwright. 
 

Between 1966 and 1971 Broadway theatregoers had 
their choice of plays like  Come Blow Your Horn, The 
Odd Couple, Sweet Charity, Plaza Suite, Star      
Spangled Girl and The Last Of The Red Hot Mommas. 
 

He wrote four successful musicals and in 1983 won 
critical acclaim for his autobiographical trilogy -    
Brighton Beach Memoirs, Biloxi Blues and Broadway 
Bound. 
 

He has had more plays adapted to film than any other 
American playwright and in addition, has written a 
dozen original screenplays himself. 
 

He received Academy Award nominations for his 
screenplays of The Odd Couple (1968), The Sunshine 
Boys (1975) and California Suite  (1978). 

A  SPECIAL  GUEST  FROM  THE  UK 
A surprise guest at the opening night of Secret Bridesmaids’ Business was Chris Denman, a member of St. 
Jude’s Players, Surrey, UK.  It was a great pleasure to welcome Chris who arrived unexpectedly, thoroughly   
enjoyed the show and stayed on to join other guests at the after-show party. 
 

Chris works on the technical team for the UK St Jude’s Players group and has just stage-managed their        
production of Habeus Corpus.  We look forward to welcoming more of our friends from Surrey, hopefully during 
our 60th anniversary celebrations in 2009. 

 
 

 
 

 
An unseen star of  Secret Bridesmaids’ Business  was Rob Andrewartha. 
 

Rob, a man of culinary talents, made the wedding cake, or we should say cakes.  He 
made eighteen of them for the season, that were cut into “reception-size” slices and     
offered to patrons with their cup of tea, coffee or juice at interval.  This was just one of 
the clever and entertaining touches in Dave Simms full-house production of the Australian play. 
 

Congratulations to Dave for his most thought-provoking interpretation of this clever comedy.  His actors were 
exceptionally well cast and put into the cramped hotel room, created just the right mood of “the night before”. 
 

Stephen Davenport of Adelaide Theatre Guide wrote; “the play captures the nature of massive weddings,      
romance, friendship and   loyalty and has enough humour to make everyone laugh out loud.  The neat set of 
the hotel room allows the action to flow seamlessly.” 
 

Footnote:   Rob Andrewartha also made the delicious Christmas-style mince pies for our 2006 production of 
Breezeblock Park.  This year it was wedding cake - what next ? 

Director Don Oakley 

Neil  Simon 



  
 

 

Left:  Lindy LeCornu (Mother 
of the Bride) with “daughter” 
Alicia Zorkovic (Bride to Be).  

Chris Denman, from St. Jude’s 
Players, Surrey UK chats with 
committee member Vicky Horwood. 

Right: 
The set of 

Secret 
Bridesmaids’ 

Business 
represented 
a  fractured 

picture of 
 the  perfect 

wedding. 

Left:  Our patron 
Mayor Ken Rollond  
and Mrs Rollond 
(right) chat with The 
Players Chairman, 
(Rosie Aust) on the 
opening night. 

Above: 
Rob Andrewartha 
(left) the wedding 
cake baker with 
director Dave 
Simms at the 
celebrations on 
the final night. 

Right: 
Helen and Tony 

Goerecke of 
Salisbury Park are 

regular audience 
members at 
The Players 
productions, 

shown here at 
opening night. 

 

Helen is a 
former resident 

of Brighton.  

Right:  Narrah Luks, (Left) 
Alicia Zorkovic (centre) 
and Angela Perrotta in 
a  scene from the play. 
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Opposite Westfield  Marion 

OUR  NEXT  PRODUCTION 

 

SPOTLIGHT  ON  COMMITTEE 
We thought you might like to get to know the members of the 
St Jude’s Players management committee.  They are          
responsible for all program planning, administration and      
production co-ordination.  So, in this and the next few editions 
each member will present their own “profile”. 

 

Rosie Aust (Chairman)  “I’ve been a 
member of St Jude’s Players for almost 30 
years.  I began my theatre work at the  
Adelaide Repertory Theatre where I met my 
husband Rob, when we both working    
backstage. 
 

We have two adult children and I work full 
time at Westminster School in the           

Development Office raising funds and  planning events.  I love 
my work and the social aspects of my job. 
 

When not working at St Jude’s Players I love to cook, read and 
get  together with friends - other than The Players.  Dinner  
parties are my ‘hobby’.” 
 

Isabella Norton (Secretary)  “I am a   
member of St Jude’s Church and a regular 
communicant at the 8 am service.  In the 
early days I was involved in Sunday School, 
Netball, Physical Culture and Youth          
Fellowship. 
 

I met my husband Charles at a function at St 
Jude’s Church and we were married by the 
Rev. Colin Chittleborough in 1948.  We have had five children. 
 

I am a founding member of St Jude’s Players.  I enjoy acting 
and have appeared in many productions over the past 59 
years, the most recent being On Golden Pond.” 
 

Robert McCarthy (Treasurer) “My first 
involvement with the Players began in 1970 
when I was musical director for Harold 
Minear’s production of the melodrama Love 
Rides The Rails.  For the next 20 years I 
played for all the musical productions through 
to Mack And Mabel in 1990. 
 

My interest in directing drama began in 1977 
when I directed The Anniversary.  Amongst my favourites I 
would list The Lion In Winter, Cat On A Hot Tin Roof and 
Agnes Of God which I directed for our 50th year. 
 

I wrote the music for two of Harold’s musicals - In The Shadow 
Of St Pat’s and The Ballad Of Miracle Mick, both produced by 
St Jude’s Players.” 

 

In  this  issue  of 
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photographs  were  taken  by  
Alex Makeyev,  Les Zetlein  and  Sandra Preston. 

 

IT’S  YOUR  PREFERENTIAL  BOOKING  FORM  -  PLEASE  USE  IT ! 
 

Enclosed in this edition of our newsletter is a preferential booking form - just for you.  It is one of the benefits 
of  subscription membership or for just being on our mailing list.  
 

Because of the popularity of St Jude’s Players productions it is getting harder to book preferred seating.   
Returning this form early will ensure that you can make your personal selection of performance date and 
seating in, or close to, the area you prefer.  Helen and Fred Allen, our box-office “whiz kids”, are only too  
willing to help you with your bookings.  However, as it gets closer to season opening seating availability    
becomes limited. 
 

So, please take advantage of preferential bookings which will close on the 7th July. 

 

The Classi c My st ery  by  J  B Pr i est ley 

Directed  by 

        Don Oakley  

 

            205a  Sturt  Road  
               Seacombe  Gardens  
                 Telephone  8298  8018 
       email:  sewsol@bigpond.net.au  

Alison  &  Mark 
     Rogers  at  

      for  all  your  sewing,  
              patchwork  and  quilting 
                  needs  available  at  
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