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Welcome to a busy and challenging (as always) 2018. 
This decade is drawing to a close but, before we reach 
the 2020’s, St Jude’s Players will achieve another 
milestone. Next year we celebrate seventy years of 
‘amateur’ theatre in Brighton – 70 years of joy and 
laughter, entertainment and happiness. We will tell you 
about our plans for 2019 as this year unfolds.

2017 was a very interesting and successful year. Our 
first production, the controversial but critically acclaimed 
M Butterfly caused great debate among our audience.

Mid-year, Rose’s Dilemma was a popular choice. The 
amazing Mary-Jane Minear designed and dressed 
a beautiful set which received accolades from both 
audience and reviewers.

Our final production The Importance of Being Earnest 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all. It has been nominated 
for three TASA (Theatre Association of Sth Aust) awards 
for 2017 – Best Comedy, Best Male Performance 
(Andrew Clark playing Lady Bracknell) and Best Set 
Design/Scenic Art (Don Oakley & Keith Lord). The 
awards will be presented on Feb 12 so we are keeping 
our fingers crossed. Congratulations to all involved in 
the production.
 

Cast and some crew of The Importance of Being Earnest L-R (standing) 
Anna Pike, Patsy Thomas, Denzil Thomas, Andy Winwood, Rosie Aust, 
David Lockwood, Leigh Wheatley, Matt Chapman, Robert Bell, Don Oakley, 
Lesley Reed, Jorja Millikan (L-R seated) Brittany Daw, Andrew Clark, 
Vanessa Redmond.

  WHAT DOES 2018 BRING?

Simple answer - three wonderful and very different 
plays plus one very special event.

April - Taking Steps directed by Kym Clayton, is 
already in rehearsal. This Alan Ayckbourn comedy 
follows a tongue-tied solicitor who has bitten off 
more than he can chew overseeing the sale of a 
crumbling house. The action is set on three floors of 
the reputedly haunted house and it will be wonderful 
to see this design become a physical reality. 

June 16 – one night only rehearsed play reading of 
A Man for Four Seasons (not to be confused with 
the historical drama). This will be a fabulous night - a 
brand new one act play, combined with a wine and 
cheese tasting. All details in the next Spotlight but 
make sure you pop this into your diary now – go on, 
right now – you don’t want to miss this!

August – The Memory of Water, written by Shelagh 
Stephenson and directed by award winning director 
Geoff Brittain, is a touching and unpredictable 
‘comedy’. Three sisters come together before their 
mother’s funeral. They each have different memories 
of the same events, causing constant bickering about 
whose memories are correct. The poignant script 
brings both laughs and recriminations – much like 
‘real’ life.

November - Man of La Mancha is a Tony Award 
winning musical written by Dale Wasserman, Mitch 
Leigh and Joe Darion. It will be directed by Max 
Rayner with Heather Elliot as Musical Director. This 
remarkable show, a play-within-a-play based on 
Cervantes ‘Don Quixote,’ is a poignant story of a 
dying old man whose impossible dream takes over 
his mind. His dream is Everyman’s dream. His tilting 
at windmills is Everyman’s great adventure. This will 
be a massive undertaking for the Players but it will 
be worth every minute – our own Impossible Dream!

Website: www.stjudesplayers.asn.au
E: info@stjudesplayers.asn.au  or
bookings@stjudesplayers.asn.au



URGENT – we need you!! 
Do you enjoy being on a committee? This year we 
have 4 empty seats at the table – two full term (2 
year) positions and two casual vacancies (I year 
term).

One specific role we need to fill is that of Publicity 
Officer. You will be responsible for programs, 
newsletters and promotional materials. Writing, 
publishing, editing, graphics or design experience 
are really useful skills to bring to this role but we 
have people who will be happy to work with you 
and teach you along the way. There is plenty of 
time for transition – you don’t need to hit the ground 
running! 

And we need Committee members – to simply 
spread the load a little and contribute to the balance 
of the group. You don’t need any prior theatre 
experience – just an interest.
If you are a member you can nominate for committee 
– if you’re not a member you can become one 
instantaneously and nominate for committee. 
I’m available to answer any questions or to provide 
you with a nomination form. 

        Contact me: M: 0409 869 690.  
        E: rosieaust@hotmail.com 

BECOME A SUBSCRIBER  
because SUBSCRIBERS save money

Consider this simple outline - 
Adult 1 subscription  $50 equals 3 tickets $66 –  

saving $16
 2 subscriptions  $100 equals 6 tickets $132 – 

saving $32
Concession 1 subscription  $38 equals 3 tickets $54 - 

saving $16

plus you have a 2 week preferential booking period.

To subscribe:- print a subscription form from the 
website and post it to us   or         

call us to complete your details on the phone and 
pay by credit card.

We will then post you your subscription booklet. All 
contact details are at the top of this newsletter.

And that’s probably enough information for this letter. 
The Players wish you all a healthy 2018 full of wonder, 
joy and theatre. Remember – this year could be full 
of magic if you join the Players’ committee – feel free 
contact me! 

Rosie Aust

AWARDS PRESENTATION AND 
AGM THURS FEB 22 AT 7.30PM.

Join us as to congratulate the hardworking 
volunteers who will be presented with the 2017 St 
Jude’s Academy Award of Excellence. This annual 
award presentation is one way of celebrating the 
outstanding contribution made by those people 
who work behind the scenes to ensure the success 
of our productions 

After the awards we will hold a brief AGM to update you 
about activities in 2017, provide you with an opportunity 
to voice your opinion or to ask 
questions and generally ensure 
that the committee is managing 
the Players in a responsible 
fashion.

In addition the amazing Samela 
Harris will be our special guest 
talking about life as a professional 
audience member.  During Samela’s extensive media 
career she has written everything from political analysis 
to gossip and from food to the Internet. A veteran theatre 
critic, she was founding chair of the Adelaide Critics 
Circle and is still an active performing arts reviewer. 
Currently, in what she laughingly calls her retirement, 
she is SA President of Journalists, Convenor of Women 
in Media, SA, Chair of the SA Media Awards, special 
events organiser for the Lyceum Club, Adelaide Inc.

Bring a plate of supper to share and we 
will provide some delicious Hugh Hamilton 
wines (and other beverages) to enjoy a social 
‘moment’ before we all go home to bed.

 

NEWS FROM THE ST JUDE’S FAMILY
In January we helped Les and 
Teresa Zetlein, both longstanding 
members,  celebrate their 
silver wedding anniversary. 
Les is a Life Member and our 
official photographer. Teresa 
is the coordinator of our ‘world 
famous’ opening night suppers. 
Congratulations from us all.


