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Taking Steps
Alan Ayckbourn describes 
Taking Steps as his only really 
classic farce.

The characters all meet at The 
Pines, reputedly a haunted 
house and former brothel.

Roland is hoping to buy The 
Pines from local builder, 
Bainbridge, so he has arranged 
to meet him at the house. 
He has included Tristram, a 
none-too-bright and extremely 
nervous solicitor, in the meeting 
to complete the sale.

Roland’s wife, Elizabeth is planning to leave him. She has 
asked her brother Mark to come to the house to comfort 
Roland when he finds her farewell note. However Mark, a 
man whose monotone sends people to sleep, is preoccupied 
with a problem of his own. He discovers his fiancée, who jilted 
him at the altar, has been picked up by the police, apparently 
for soliciting. He collects Kitty and brings her to the house. 
There you have it – all of these people, in the course of one 
hectic night and morning, with continual running up and 
downstairs and in and out of rooms, each immersed in a 
personal problem, try to sort themselves out.

Director Kym Clayton has cast a group of people who 
bring a wealth of experience to their roles -Tony Busch, 
Anita Canala, Mason Willis, Jack Robins, Jessica 
McGaffin and Adrian Heness play these typically 
hysterical Ayckbourn characters. This will be a fun night 
at the theatre!

Season – 16 – 21 and 26 – 28 April
St Jude’s Hall

444 Brighton Road Brighton
Evenings @ 8pm and Saturday matinees @ 2pm

Director - Kym Clayton  
Kym has been involved in theatre for many 
years as both a director and an actor. He has 
directed for many groups including Whyalla 
Players, Blackwood Players, Burnside 
Players and Galleon Theatre Group (to name 
just a few) and he has performed in both 
musicals and plays for a variety of groups. 
Kym has directed numerous productions 
for Galleon including Bedroom Farce and 
Chapter Two, both nominated for Best 
Comedy in the Adelaide Theatre Guide’s ‘Curtain Call’ Awards, 
and Rumours which won the award in 2015. He has worked with 
us previously directing Why Me? and A Chorus of Disapproval.  

In his spare time Kym is a current Board member of Recitals 
Australia and President of Galleon. He is also a Life Member of 
Galleon, Whyalla Players and the Theatre Association of SA and  
a regular reviewer for The Barefoot Review and Glam Adelaide. 
He is also member of the prestigious Adelaide Critics Circle.

Like his cast, Kym also brings a wealth of skill and experience to 
his role as director and The Players are very happy to welcome 
him back.

Sir Alan Aykbourn  
is a prolific English playwright and director who has written 
and produced more than seventy full-length plays.  The plays 
have been translated into over 35 languages 
and are performed on stage and television 
throughout the world. Ten of his plays have 
been staged on Broadway, attracting two 
Tony nominations, and one Tony award.

In 1987 Alan Aykbourn was appointed CBE 
(Commander of the British  Empire) and he 
was knighted in 1997 for his services to theatre.

Ayckbourn’s scripts embody boggling challenges for directors 
and actors and Taking Steps is one of the most challenging. 
Don’t miss this very funny, entertaining production.
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OUR  AGM – A WONDERFUL NIGHT OF 
CELEBRATION.
On Thursday February 22nd we held our Annual General 
Meeting. This was an entertaining night of celebration and 
thanks. We celebrated a very successful 2017, we discussed 
the exciting program for this year and talked about the fact 
the we celebrate 70 years of theatre in 2019.

The Chairman’s report acknowledged the wonderful success 
of our 2017 productions –

M Butterfly, Rose’s Dilemma and The Importance of Being 
Earnest.

The Chairman (Rosie Aust) also made a point of thanking the 
huge group of volunteers who support the Players when she 
said

‘The backbone of our group are the behind the scenes people. 
The cast and the directors always receive the public applause 
and the recognition but they all understand that none of that 
will happen if they are not working in a good set, under good 
lighting, wearing the right clothes for their character and 
playing to an audience who have been warmly greeted by 
a friendly front of house person. Without these dedicated 
volunteers we would have no theatre group, no ability to fulfil 
our own creative needs nor to provide the entertainment for 
our audience.’

She also emphasised the need for more volunteers – please 
contact us if you would like to join in the fun.

Samela Harris was a wonderfully entertaining guest speaker 
and shared many amazing theatrical memories with us.

           

AWARD WINNERS
This year we also made our St Jude’s Award presentations 
at this meeting.
The St Jude’s Medals are awarded for services to the Players 
and the winners were:-
John Graham, Brian Godfrey, Rosie Aust and Don Oakley – 
Directors
Kathy Stevens – volunteering in the dressing room as our 
resident hairdresser.
Maxine Bowles – for services in so many ways it’s impossible 
to list them
Dean Taylor – services on the set construction team (The 
Screw Crew)

The Syb Award was presented to Lincoln Govett  Named in 
honour of Sybil Woollard, the ‘Syb’ is presented to a Screw 
Crew member for exemplary service in the year.

Life Membership was awarded to Graham Chapman for 
almost 15 years of dedication and service to the Screw Crew 
and in so many other ways.

Dean and Lincoln could not be at the meeting so their 
presentations were made by the Chairman at set construction 
on the following Saturday morning.

Your Committee for 2018 – we welcome 3 newcomers 
to the committee this year:-

Chair                                    Rosie Aust 
Treasurer                            Mary-Jane Minear 
Minute Secretary              Jan Rice
Publicity Officer                Patricia Schlein
Membership Officer         Eric Offler
Committee Member        Malcolm Schlein
                                             Don Oakley
                                             John Thompson
                                             Anthony Vawser
                                             Gigi Jeffers

L-R Samela Harris, 
Nicole Flint (Member for 
Boothby), Issy Norton and 
Chair Rosie Aust

Samela with the inimitable 
Russell Starke

L-R Graham Chapman (life Member), Malcolm (first morning), Lincoln Govett, 
Clark Staker, Peter Kopli, Keith Lord, Don Oakley (Coordinator) Dean Taylor 
and seated centre the ‘Queen’ of the team Sybil Woollard

 ‘THE SCREW CREW’

Dean Taylor receiving his 
medal

Lincoln with Sybil Woollard
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NEWS FROM THE ST JUDES FAMILY
The wonderful, much loved, 
inspirational, longstanding life 
member Tarlie Dack celebrated 
her 97th birthday on Feb 14. 
Tarlie is an active member of the 
Players, she attends every play 
at least twice and she cooks her 
world famous cream puffs for 
opening night suppers.

REUNION - The cast and crew of our very successful 
Calendar Girls got together for a reunion and just look at 
the sunflowers growing in Issy Norton and Sybil Woollard’s 
garden – grown from the seeds Issy was given as a gift during 
the season.

  

 

The beautiful sunflowers

Kathy Stevens, Vicky Horwood and 
Lindy LeCornu

Lesley Reid and Jo St Clair   Jan Rice and Myra Waddell 

IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ANSWERED:
ARE YOU A SUBSCRIBER?
Now is the time to subscribe – you know what a fabulous 
year of theatre you will enjoy plus you will save money and 
benefit from a 2 week preferential booking period. Consider 
this simple outline - 
Adult  1 subscription $50 equals 3 tickets $66 –  

saving $16
  2 subscriptions $100 equals 6 tickets $132 –  

saving $32
Concession  1 subscription $38 equals 3 tickets $54 - 

saving $16
You can see 3 amazing plays for just $50 – how can you 
go wrong!
Print a subscription form from the website wwwstjudesplayers.
asn.au
or ring 8296 2628 (leave your number – we will call back) and 
pay by credit card.

DID YOU KNOW OUR PREVIEW NIGHTS ARE A 
FUNDRAISER?
If you are looking for a fundraising opportunity, our preview 
night is perfect.

On the Wednesday before opening night we have a final full 
dress rehearsal and you can purchase tickets for just $10. You 
can then sell them to your group for whatever you choose. 
If you sell for our normal ticket price you will have a profit 
of $12/ticket. You can do the maths – you must purchase a 
minimum of 40 tickets and with just that small number you 
can raise $480 – easy money. The preview night dates are:  

Memory of Water 9th Aug and Man of La Mancha 14 Nov
You can purchase up to 150 tickets for the preview night. We can 
sell to 2 or 3 smaller groups but you need to get in early so talk to 
your committees.

For all details please contact Rosie Aust mob: 0409 869 690 
or email info@stjudesplayers.asn.au

In January Robert and 
Rosie Aust (Chairman), 
both Life Members 
celebrated their 38th 
wedding anniversary.

They have worked 
together at the Players for 
that 38 years.

ARE YOU A VOLUNTEER?
If you are currently one of the wonderful helpers who work 
backstage or front of house, we need you to become a 
member.

The membership fee is $15 for the year and it helps to cover 
insurance and associated costs. By paying your membership 
you are entitled to vote at the AGM and to stand for a 
committee position, if you  ever feel inspired to do so!

We are so very grateful to all of our volunteers and we want 
to make sure that you are fully covered when you come into 
the theatre to help us. You can pay your membership at the 
box office when you are rostered on for the first time this year.

HAVE YOU WRITTEN IN OUR COMMENTS BOOK?
On the table in the foyer we have a comments book. We 
leave it open at every performance and we hope that some 
audience members may let us know what they think of the 
play they’ve just seen. But – it so rarely happens. We used 
to get pages but not anymore. Life seems to be more rushed 
and we don’t take the time to ‘smell the roses’.

If you are prepared to wait just a couple of minutes until the 
foyer clears so the book is accessible we would love to hear 
from you – good or bad. You, the audience, are who we think 
about when we plan our program. Any feedback will be valued.

VALE PHIL MOYLE
It is with sadness we mourn the loss of 
Phil Moyle just this month. Phil was a 
long time supporter of the Players as an 
experienced lighting and sound specialist. 
He gave us many hours of his time, energy 
and knowledge during the last 20 years and he was a 
major support in updating our lighting rig and moving us 
to LED lighting. Phil was a wonderful teacher and mentor. 
Our condolences to his family. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST 
– AWARD WINNING SUCCESS!!
We loved it, the audience loved it and the reviewers loved 
it – we were thrilled with the production.

Luke Wagner said in his 
review This classic play is by 
no means losing popularity. 
With each time it is produced, 
fans are returning to see their 
favourite play, while younger 
audiences are experiencing 
it for the first time – and, if St 
Jude’s production is their first 
impression, they are sure to 
be fans for life. 

Do we need to say more?

In January Earnest was 
nominated for three “Cal” Awards from Theatre Association 
of South Australia (TASA) – Best Male Performer – Andrew 
Clark playing Lady Bracknell, Best set design and Scenic Art, 
Don Oakley and Keith Lord and Best Comedy for 2017.

Wait for it…..– we won Best Comedy and Andrew Clark won 
Best Performer.

As Directors, Don and I were really pleased and as a group 
we must congratulate ourselves – award nominations occur 
when every element of a production is at a high standard and 
that takes the entire team.

Andrew Clark as Lady Bracknell

  Matt Chapman and Robert Bell

AUDITION NOTICES
A Man For Four Seasons

If you’ve had a secret desire to ‘tread the boards’ 
this is the perfect opportunity. A small cast, 
simple setting and script in hand means both 
experienced and new actors can hone their 
skills and just enjoy making theatre. 

Characters required
David – age late 50’s to mid 60’s
Ellen – his wife, mid 50’s to early 60’s
Hunter – their son, mid to late 20’s 
Sophie – Hunter’s girlfriend, mid to late 20’s

Auditions – Saturday April 14. Ring Gigi 
(director) on 0423 796 885 for more information 
and to book an audition.

MAN OF LA MANCHA AUDITION 
WORKSHOPS - SATURDAY  
JUNE 23.... time to be advised
All auditionees must 
present themselves at an 
Initial workshop. After the 
workshop they will be invited 
to audition for specific roles 
in the show later in the day. 
No preparation is necessary 
other than wear comfortable 
clothing and shoes to be 
able to participate in the workshops with freedom of 
movement.

Available  roles  will  be advertised in the near 
future with character traits, stage ages and music 
requirements. 

A MAN FOR FOUR SEASONS - SPECIAL 
EVENT 16th JUNE @ 7.30pm
For one night only we will be presenting a rehearsed play 
reading of a brand new one act comedy.

This special event will be directed by our new committee 
member Gigi Jeffers.

After the performance you will be able to buy a glass (or 2) 
of our delicious Hugh Hamilton Wines or a beverage from 
our usual offerings. We will provide a light supper for you 
to enjoy with your drink. You can chat to the director and 
cast members and, if we are really lucky, the playwright. He 
lives in London but might be able to join us on the night – 
particularly as the director is his Mother!

What a great night of theatre -  don’t miss out.

The performance will start at 7.30pm with a limited number of 
tickets available. Seating will be unallocated and all tickets 
$10.00.

Bookings will open May 14 by email:  
bookings@stjudesplayers.asn.au or phone. 0436 262 628

Andrew Clark as Lady Bracknell

Cast and crew – just some of the team who 
made this show a great success

Photographs in this issue taken by Les Zetlein and Rosie Aust
St Jude’s Players Newsletter printed by Deegan Printing

Edwardstown SA – Ph 83741424

Mathew Chapman and 
Robert Bell

Lesley Reid and 
David Lockwood
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