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Frank Sinatra was a star for his adoring millions      
of fans but for Sandra and Norman in                  

Bernard  Kops’ play, PLAYING SINATRA, 

he was much, much more. 
 

He was a supernova in the firmament, 
staring down from every wall of       
their house onto their dysfunctional, 
domestic lives.  They play Fly Me To 
The Moon and every other Sinatra   
record endlessly, whilst delving into 
Sinatra trivia.  There is a strange      

feeling of creepiness in the house. 
 

Who are they ? 
Who are they to each other ? 

SINATRA  CAN  CHANGE  SANDRA’S  LIFE.   CAN  HE  CHANGE  NORMAN’S ? 

SEASON   RUNS 
 

24th - 26th JULY 
and 

 30th JULY - 2nd AUGUST  2014 
 

ST. JUDE’S  HALL 

444 BRIGHTON  ROAD,  BRIGHTON 
 

Evening  Performance  8 pm 
Saturday  Matinees  2 pm 

 

TICKETS: 

Adults: $20   Concession: $16   Children: $7 

WELCOME  TO  YOUR  “SPOTLIGHT”  IN  COLOUR 
 

At long last!  We have waited a long, long time to be able to post your copy of 

Spotlight in full colour. 
 

Those who receive their copy by Email already enjoy the enhancement of 

“theatrical” colour.  We are so proud that this 156th edition starts a new    

colourful era  - a great way to celebrate our 65th year of presenting critically-

acclaimed community theatre.  
 

We thank you for your loyal patronage over the years and we sincerely hope 

that you enjoy the new-look Spotlight.  Let us know what you think. 
 

In the meantime, add a few friends to our mailing list – remember, unlike the 

recent Budget, it does not cost a cent !                           Harold Minear  (Editor) 

  

PLAYING SINATRA  Postal bookings ( form enclosed ) will close 7th July. 
Telephone bookings will open 9th July and can be made to our 

box-office team Helen and Fred Allen.  

Contact them Monday to Friday between 9 am and 5 pm on   8270 4205 

 

 

Whatever it is, soon becomes blurred by the sudden, swaggering entrance of Phillip de Groot a con-man    
who calls himself a “seeker”.  What does he seek ?  Is this at last, Sandra’s “platonic lover” she so longs for ?  
Will she leave despite her vow to care for Norman ? 
 

Successful director Geoff Brittain, well-known to St Jude’s patrons, is directing this production which has in the 
cast: 

CHERYL  DOUGLAS ,  ANTHONY  CLAPP  and  ANDREW  HORWOOD 
 

PLAYING SINATRA deals with the universal puzzle of what goes on behind closed doors. You won’t want to 

leave before the final curtain in this play to find out ! 

        Playing 



THE PLAYERS PAY TRIBUTE TO….. 

The Reverend John Stephenson 

was Rector of St Jude’s Church from  
1974-1982.  Sadly, John died recently 
after a long illness. 
 

During his time at St Jude’s he was a 
great supporter of the Players.  In his 
role as president of the group he participated in 
most of our activities and his wife, Denise, was    
always willing to do whatever she could to help. 
 

In 1980 two of their children, Naomi and Peter, were 
outstanding in Harold Minear’s Australian musical 
The Ballad Of Miracle Mick. 
 

We extend our sincere sympathy to Denise and her 
family.  We will always remember John’s interest in 
The Players and his happy smile. 
 

 
On the 8th February this year,    
Sam Kellett was tragically taken 
by a shark while participating in his      
favourite sport of spearfishing. 
 

Sam, 28, was a popular teacher at 
Glenunga High School.  He was also 
the son of Ann and David Kellett, 

members of The Players, who have acted in several 
of our productions.  Ann is remembered for her    
outstanding performance in the title role of our  
memorable production The Diary Of Anne Frank. 
 

He was also a most loved grandson of Denny and 
Noel Wilson – two of our respected Life Members 
who have contributed so much, on stage and off,  to 
the development of St Jude’s Players.  
 

To all the Kellett family and to Noel and Denny we 
offer our most sincere sympathy.  Sam’s personality 
and friendship will be remembered always.  
       

Harold Minear 

GEOFF  BRITTAIN,  DIRECTOR 
China may seem a world away from  
St Jude’s Players but in 2008 that      
is where our next director Geoff     
Brittain went to teach drama and     
also enhance his already impressive,  
theatrical CV. 

 

St Jude’s audiences are already familiar with Geoff’s 
work, as he commenced first as an actor here in the 
1990’s and then made his debut as director, with his 
stunning 1996 production of The Secret Rapture.  

Other directorial Brittain highlights at St Jude’s  
Players are: And A Nightingale Sang, The Deep 
Blue Sea, and who could forget Someone Who’ll 
Watch Over Me ? 
 

One of the secrets to Geoff Brittain’s all-embracing 
métier as a director is the formation in 2003 of his 
own theatre company REDchilli Theatre Company.  
Geoff directed several successful productions        
for REDchilli amongst them being Extremities, 
Speaking In Tongues, Under Milkwood, and Look 
Back In Anger. 
 

He has directed for the Adelaide Repertory Theatre 
and Stirling Players where his most recent           
production was the Australian play Inheritance.  His 

work for the University Theatre Guild will continue 
later this year when he is commissioned to do      
August Strindberg’s Miss Julie and Patrick Marber’s 
After Miss Julie in repertory. 
 

It is most obvious that Geoff is an all round, skilled 
theatre person who has honed his theatrical career 
in a variety of ways through his many experiences 
both here and abroad.   We are grateful that Geoff 
built many of these skills here and so we welcome 
him back to St Jude’s as the director for our second 
2014 production Playing Sinatra.                                             

Richard Lane 

PLAYWRIGHT’S  CORNER  -  BERNARD  KOPS 
  

Bernard Kops was born in London’s East End in 1926 to immigrant   Dutch-Jewish working 
class parents. 
 

His literary beginnings were very humble as he educated himself through reading at the 
Whitechapel Library and in drama classes.  As a young boy he always created poetry and still       
considers himself primarily a poet. 

 

However he is a prolific writer who has also written stage and radio plays, television series, novels, an          
autobiography and a well-known memoir of the East End.     
 

Kop’s first play, The Hamlet of Stepney Green (1967) was successfully performed around the world.  He was 

a part of that new wave of British playwrights such as Harold Pinter who, in Kop’s own words, “brought the 
street to the theatre”.     
 

With the support of his wife of 58 years, Erica, Kops managed to overcome drug addiction and bouts of     
depression.  He is still writing and after living in Soho for some years he and Erica have returned to live in the 
East End.  
 

Recently Kops received an Arts Council award to write Rogues And Vagabonds, an exploration of the birth of 

the Yiddish Theatre. 
  

This year a monograph of his life’s work entitled Fantasist, London Jew, Apocalyptic Humorist has been    
published in America. 

Jill Kennedy 

 

 

 

 



 

   2014 MID YEAR  PRODUCTION 

 

Right:  Shown here 
from left to right are - 
 Ian Foster who has 

returned to Adelaide to 
live after many years 

interstate and re-joined 
The Players. 

Welcome back Ian. 
Next is Leigh Wheatley 

lighting technician for 
our play Wrong Turn At 

Lungfish and thirdly 
Project Manager 
Phil Moyle who 

designed and developed  
the lighting and 

technological  project. 

        Playing 

Above:  A view of the new stage lighting.  More pure light with less heat will 
make it more comfortable for the performers on stage, especially in the hot 
summer months. 

Below:  Those attending could view the technical side 
on a large screen projected through a laptop computer. 

Over two Saturdays in March St Jude’s Players     
conducted a workshop for those interested in stage 

lighting.  The Players have purchased and installed 
new lighting to reduce heat effects on stage and   
enhance production techniques.  

Above:  Some of the workshop participants watching a demonstration of  the 
lighting effects on stage. 

now for suspense in ... 

Director Geoff Brittain 

Below:  Anthony Clapp and Andrew Horwood in 
rehearsals. 

Left: 
Cheryl Douglas 

who plays the 
role of Sandra in 
Playing Sinatra. 



 

 

“THE  BAR  IS OPEN” ….  
                                   FOR ALL PERFORMANCES 
 

A glass of Red, White or “Bubbly” is available from 
our Box Office Bar – for just $5.  You are welcome 
to take your glass into the hall during the             
performance. 
 

Our ever-popular coffee, tea, orange juice and     
biscuits are still available from the kitchen servery. 
 

      Red  or  

      Hugh  Hamilton  Wines 
                          a top quality drop 

  

ARE  YOUR  TICKETS  IN  THE  POST ? 
 

Please remember, send your Booking Form to  
 

  PO  Box  369 
  FLAGSTAFF  HILL   SA   5159 

OUR  PREVIOUS  PRODUCTION 
We had a quirky title Wrong Turn At Lungfish, and 
we knew we would be in for a good laugh with such     
accomplished comedy writers as Garry (“Happy 
Days”) Marshall and Lowell (“The Odd Couple”) 
Ganz. However it doesn’t matter how many           
funny one-liners there are in a play, they have to     
be delivered well. 
 

St Jude’s cast of four did a great job of this as Peter 
Burdon in “The Advertiser” wrote “Tony Busch gives 
the college professor Peter a real edge” and Linda 
Edwards for the Adelaide Theatre Guide “Lana    
Adamuszek is a delight as Anita and plays with    
great understanding and fantastic timing.” 

Photographs in this issue of Spotlight taken by Les Zetlein and Don Oakley. 
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From left to right the cast of Wrong Turn At Lungfish: 
Sanne Baltussen, Tony Busch, Alex Radda and Lana Adamuszek 

 

It is very important in such a small cast that all        
performers work well together and Rosie Aust’s vibrant direction ensured this. Sanne Baltussen was         
convincing as the long-suffering nurse and congratulations to Alex Radda on a very competent stage debut 
as Anita’s abusive boyfriend. 
 

The play is set in a New York hospital room and we were transported there with Rosie Aust and Don Oakley’s 
simple and realistic set, which had an appropriate austere and impersonal atmosphere.  It was an ideal    
contrasting back drop to a lively dialogue which had the audience laughing and, at times, wiping away a tear. 
 

A bonus to a good night’s entertainment was learning what the title meant!  Apparently there are those who 
believe in the process of evolution that the human race may have taken a wrong turn at the stage of the  
lungfish.                                                                                                                                         Jill Kennedy 

 


