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Boeing Boeing 
Critically acclaimed “the funniest play in London”, Boeing 
Boeing by French writer Mark Camoletti  first appeared in 
1962 and ran for 7 years . It was subsequently revived in 
2007 when director Les Zetlein saw it: he has wanted to do it 
for St Jude’s ever since.
So what is Boeing Boeing about?
In the heady days of the 
swinging 60’s Bernard is 
living in a bachelor pad near 
Orly airport in Paris, with 
Bertha his housekeeper 
looking after him. 
He is engaged to 
three glamorous 
air hostesses. 
Simultaneously! 
Bernard has their flight 
times under control but 
when the airlines start 
altering their schedules, it’s 
patently obvious that there are 
going to be monumental problems for Bernard. Then his friend 
Robert comes to stay which only adds to the confusion.
Things begin to fall apart and Robert has to start telling fibs to 
the girls. Naturally he gets totally and irrevocably mixed up as 
to what he has told and to whom. Catastrophe! Can Robert 
and Bertha save the day?
There are lots of surprises and the belly laughs come thick and 
fast in this famous piece which received an award for the Best 
Play Revival.
Boeing Boeing is in the very capable hands of experienced 
director Les Zetlein who is well known to St Jude’s 
audiences both as an actor and a director. He is particularly 
remembered for his wonderful production of The Madness 
Of George III.

 BOEING BOEING cast: 
John Koch, Lindy LeCornu, Tim Taylor, Charlotte Batty, Carla 
Hardie, and Jessica McGaffin.
SEASON: 11-15 & 17-20-August
St Jude’s Hall, 444 Brighton Road, BRIGHTON
Evenings @ 8.00pm Saturday Matinees @ 2.00pm.
By arrangement with Origin Theatrical on behalf of Samuel 
French Ltd.
English translation by Beverley Cross & Frances Evans.
Boeing Boeing logo used by permission of Vendi Advertising, 
USA.

LES ZETLEIN - DIRECTOR
When asked why he wanted to direct Boeing Boeing, Les 
answered …”because it has no underlying 
message, no social issues. It is just pure 
French farce. When I saw it in London 
in 2007 I knew I just had to do it. When 
the rights became available for amateur 
companies, I knew I could! It will put smiles 
on the faces of the audience. Isn’t that 
enough reason to love it?” 
Les is a Life Member of the Players and 
has worked with us for 35 years. He has 
acted in and directed more productions than we can list and 
he has served on the committee both as Chair and Treasurer. 
His acting roles include the sarcastic Mort in California Suite 
in which he rather daringly wore tennis shorts, and as the 
bombastic patriarch Arthur Birling in An Inspector Calls (no 
tennis shorts this time but a rather dashing full beard instead).  
These days Les concentrates on directing. Some of his 
favourite shows as director include There Goes the Bride, The 
Club, The Killing of Sister George, Communicating Doors and 
of course the critically acclaimed The Madness of George III.
We know that this award-winning director will utilise his skill 
for comic timing, his love of farce and his terrific cast to 
produce a play that will definitely bring a smile to your face.

Richard Lane

Les Zetlein
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Volunteering enhances your 
health and happiness.

Current research on volunteering in Australia indicates that 
volunteers are rewarded with a ‘helper’s high’, which is a 
strong physical and emotional feeling generated as a result 
of helping others.

You can get ‘high’ by working 
with us!
Do you think you’re too old or too busy to be a volunteer? Not 
true –we have volunteers from adolescents to octogenarians, 
full time workers and retirees, who all relish this community 
involvement. 
Want to give it a go, but are worried you might not know what 
to do? Don’t be. The experienced volunteers will provide you 
with support and guidance.

Do any of the following areas 
interest you……
FRONT of HOUSE – great if you like to chat.
Ushering, selling programmes, serving interval refreshments.
COSTUMES – do you love working with clothes or sewing? 
Maybe the excitement of assisting actors with costume 
changes appeals to you.
HAIR - assist with hair styles or wigs in the dressing room or 
help with hats.
SET CONSTRUCTION and SCENIC ARTISTS – perfect for 
the ‘creative, hands on’ people who work with a team to build 
and paint the set. 
STAGE CREW – you get to wear the ‘cool’ black outfit so you 
can’t be seen working backstage during performances. Your 
job is helping the SM to make sure that everything is in place 
before each performance and to assist with scene changes.
SOUND and LIGHTING – basic computer skills are really 
useful because all cues are run on a computer program.  
You can learn the program if you’re confident with basic 
technology.
OPENING NIGHT SUPPERS – ideal for the ‘masterchefs’ 
among us!

Do you have bigger dreams?  
 Have you sat in the audience or read the program and thought 
to yourself ‘maybe I could ….’

ACT – If you’d like to try ‘treading the boards’ then let us know. 
Community theatre is the perfect place for you to make a start – 
everyone has to learn but you need to take the first step. Come 
to an audition, watch and understand the process. Be brave – 
have a go.

STAGE MANAGE (SM). Be the person who manages the play 
completely once it moves into performance – you take over from 
the Director. It sounds like a big job but it really boils down to 
good organisation and communication. You will learn by working 
with an experienced SM and then you graduate when you are 
confident – supported all the way. 

Some people are born to be on 
committee.
We have a committee of 4 office holders and 5 ordinary 
members who meet monthly for about 3 hours. We are into 
serious ‘succession planning’ so we need people ‘in the wings’ 
– pun intended! 

You don’t need to be theatrical but enthusiasm, enjoyment and 
flexibility are valuable traits!

 SECRETARY would be a popular choice. You will do all of 
the usual tasks, attend meetings, take minutes, deal with 
correspondence, keep the general diary etc. 

Our TREASURER is busiest around production time. We have 
a good system in place for each play and we are in a healthy 
financial position. A background in business would be a bonus.

 PUBLICITY – plenty of scope to use your creative juices and 
skills in design or graphic art. Maybe you know your way around 
Publisher – you’d be a Godsend!  Publicity Officer also maintains 
contact with the press, helps with Facebook and social media 
updates. 

Each committee member works in a variety of roles for each 
production. We might usher, sell wine, shop or tidy up - the little 
jobs that need to be done for every play.

It takes the talents and goodwill of many volunteers to continually 
present our community with entertaining and thought provoking 
theatre. You could be one of those volunteers. 

And let’s finish like we started - you can get ‘high’ by 
volunteering with us. 

Contact us for more information or for answers to your questions 
- I promise we will get back to you.

Email: info@stjudesplayers.asn.au or call 82962628 and leave 
a message.

Jill Kennedy
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FACEBOOK  …. for all the goss 
 
 

You can now get all the up-to-the minute news for auditions, shows and other items of interest as soon as 
they are announced.  Just search for “St Jude’s Players Inc” on Facebook or go to 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=412750578882573 
 

                                             and                         us to have our posts appear automatically in your Newsfeed.           

 

GREAT NEWS! 
YOU CAN NOW MAKE YOUR 

BOOKINGS ON-LINE 
 

St Jude’s Players have now adopted the Trybooking on-line ticketing system.  This means that 
you will be able to book and pay for your tickets via the internet at any time of the day or night, 
and print them out at home. 
 

All you need is a Visa or MasterCard credit card, internet connection and a printer. All         
transactions are completely secure. 
 

The seating plan will be on your screen so you can choose seats from those still available.  The 
booking fee of 30 cents per seat is minimal considering the convenience of the system.  This fee 
goes to Trybooking - not St Jude’s Players. 
 

Subscribers can use the system without charge -  not even the booking fee – but remember to 
bring your vouchers with your tickets to the selected performance.  See our website for more 
details:  www.stjudesplayers.asn.au 
 

You can still continue to make your bookings by post and telephone, or by buying tickets at the 
box office (if available). 

 

VALE REVEREND IAN MUSSARED 
We offer our sympathy to   
the Mussared family for the 
recent death of Ian who was 
rector of St Jude’s Church 
from 1991 – 2004. 
 

During this time he was      
the President of St Jude’s 
Players and took a great   
interest in all our work. 
 

He wrote the introduction to 
our published book The First Fifty Years in which he 
commented, “the Players are going from strength to 
strength and reaching out into the wider community. 
Their history augurs well for the future.” 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS VICKY 
Our Chairman, Vicky Horwood, not only directed  
our recent double-bill of Heroes and With Love From 
The Trenches – she also wrote the emotive curtain-
raiser “Trenches”. 
 

Both these plays thrilled the audience. Vicky       
conveyed the tragedy and futility of war in the first 
one and Heroes set after World War 1, sent the   
patrons home with a most happy smile on their    
faces. 
 

Janice Bailey, critic for “Encore”, wrote “St Jude’s 
Players have a well-deserved reputation for         
presenting consistent first-class theatre. They    
have again delivered with their current production.  
Experienced actors deliver first-rate performances 
under the skilful direction of Vicky. A beautiful      
theatrical experience.” 

Left:  Our patrons the Mayor and Mayoress of Holdfast 
Bay, Stephen and Tammy Patterson, chat with Chairman 
Vicky Horwood at the opening night party at our          
recent production of Heroes and With Love From The 
Trenches. 
 

We look forward to welcoming them to our future        
productions. 

The Players’ ‘family news’.
90th birthday celebrations for founding member Isabella Norton.     

Issy has been with us for our entire 67 year history and in that 
time she has worked tirelessly across almost every area of 
Players’ activity. Her main love is acting and she has graced 
our stage (and others) in countless performances for which 
she has been awarded acting accolades and critical praise. 
She recently celebrated her 90th birthday with an afternoon 
gathering attended by family and friends. A wonderful time 
was had by all – congratulations Issy.

Welsh adventure for Leigh and 
Jill Wheatley. 

You have probably seen quite a lot of Leigh because he sits in the 
back corner of the hall and runs the lights for almost every show. 
Jill also works with us but you don’t see her – she works behind the 
scenes in the dressing room. She helps organise the costumes for 
each play and assists the cast with tricky costume changes in record 
time. On a recent trip to Wales Leigh & Jill spent some time in Cardiff 
with Richard Norton, the youngest son of our own Isabella. Richard 
is a Production Manager for  the Welsh National Opera so Leigh and 
Jill had a ‘behind the scenes’ tour– it certainly is a small world!  

Vale Betty Horwood
Mary Elizabeth Horwood, affectionately known as ‘Betty’ died 
peacefully in her sleep on 19th April 2016. She and husband John 
were long standing supporters of the Players from the early 70s 
until 2015 when her health declined. Their son, Andrew Horwood, 
is a regular performer and Life member of the Players. He says it 
was his mother who encouraged him to his first audition for Harold 
Minear’s production of Little Me in 1984 and he has loved every 
moment onstage since. Betty Horwood will be sadly missed by 
the St Jude’s fraternity. Row B, seat no. 15 at the first or second 
matinee, will always be remembered as her spot.  

Help St Jude’s Parish raise funds for a 
kitchen upgrade.     
On Sun July 17 you can sit back, relax and 
listen to the fantastic music of Elton John 
– and you’ll be helping to raise money for 
a kitchen upgrade in Grundy Hall. Your 
interval refreshments will taste much 
better when we can serve you from a new 
kitchen.

String Fever are full time musicians who 
have played as members of the ASO and 
it will be a joy to hear them fill Grundy Hall 
with beautiful music. The ticket cost is only 
$15 and includes afternoon tea so please 
ring to book your tickets right now. As you 
know, seating is limited in the hall.
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Issy Norton at her 90th birthday party

Issy (left) with older sister Tarlie (right) and baby of the family Sybil – 
where would the players be without these 3 amazing women?

Jill & Leigh with Richard Norton (centre)
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St. Jude’s  Players  Newsletter  
printed  by  Deegan  Printing,  

Edwardstown.  SA 

Our  November  Production 

THE BAR IS OPEN FOR ALL PERFORMANCES 
 

A glass of Red, White or “Bubbly” is available 
from our Box Office Bar – for just $5.  You are 
welcome to take your glass into the hall during 
the performance. 
 

Our ever-popular coffee, tea, orange juice 
and biscuits are still available from the 
kitchen servery. 

          Hugh  Hamilton  Wines 
                        a top quality drop 

Directed by 
Mary-Jane Minear 

November 
12th - 14th  &  18th - 21st 

 V  The  Critic 
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When The Rain Stops Falling:- a critically acclaimed  opening 
to the 2016 season
We were all delighted when playwright 
Andrew Bovell attended the opening 
night of our first play. He told Chairman 
Vicky Horwood how impressed he 
was with the production and spoke 
with each member of the cast at the 
supper following the performance.
The critics were universally generous 
in their praise of this difficult and 
complex play.
Peter Burdon in The Advertiser said it 
was “a convoluted, interconnected tale 
stretching across four generations.” 
This was a succinct summary of 
a play which dealt with betrayal and 
mistrust, but also love of family and of course, forgiveness. 
Burdon went on to say  “This revival, directed by Geoff Brittain 
for the venerable St Jude’s Players, is a masterclass in making 
something very fine with not very much, in the best community 
theatre tradition.” 
Lesley Reed in Stage Whispers said “The unnervingly intense, 
but grounded performances of the entire cast ensure that it is 
very easy to empathise with these characters……”
Fran Edwards of Adelaide Theatre Guide wrote that the 
production standard of this... “multi – layered piece” ...was 
“excellent.”
There is little to add to these reviews as I am sure the astute St 
Jude’s audiences agree!!
Richard Lane
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Geoff Brittain

WHEN THE RAIN STOPS 
FALLING

Our next production:

Written by Tim Firth, Calendar Girls was first a movie and 
then adapted for the stage. It won the ‘What’s On Stage’ 
Award for Best New Comedy 2010.Based on the true story 
of eleven Women’s Institute members who posed nude for a 
calendar to raise money for the Leukaemia Research Fund, 
Calendar Girls opened at the Chichester Festival Theatre 
and has since become the fastest selling play in British 
theatre history.
Please Note: The play contains some nudity presented in a 
discreet and tasteful manner. It is suitable for all ages.

Our last production:

Subscribers save money
It’s not too late - you can still subscribe and enjoy a substantial 
saving for our next two plays - Boeing Boeing and Calendar 
Girls.
Your $45 subscription will provide you with 3 ticket coupons. 
The cost of an adult ticket is $20 so you save $15 on the cost 
of those 3 tickets. The concession subscription is $36 which 
means you will save $12 overall. You can print a subscription 
form from the website or call 82962628 and leave a message 
to let us know you’d like to subscribe. We will call you back to 
make the arrangements.

You can have Spotlight emailed         
Are you on email? It would be great to add you to the email Spotlight list. There are benefits all 
round – we reduce paper waste and postage costs and it’s easy for you to forward it to friends 
when you want to organise your bookings. You know exactly where it is when you want to check 
dates and you have all of the information at your fingertips. 
Please email   info@stjudesplayers.asn.au   and ask us to add you to the Spotlight email list. 


