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It gives me great joy to wish you all a very happy 
New Year. This is my final January newsletter 
because at the AGM in February I will be retiring. I’ve 
been on the committee since 2002 and Chairman 
since 2013. It’s been a wonderful and rewarding 16 
years but in that time my family has grown. I want to 
spend more time with my grandchildren while they 
are young so it’s time to make the decision. Rest 
assured I will still be working behind the scenes and 
I look forward to directing for the Players again in 
the future.
 
They say ‘good acting is the art of standing still’. 
This is very true but we, the committee, certainly do 
not stand still in our efforts to bring you good quality 
theatre in the suburbs at Brighton.

2016 was very successful for us, both artistically 
and financially. In fact our first production When The 
Rain Stops Falling was nominated for three ATG 
(Adelaide Theatre Guide) Curtain Call Awards - Best 
Show – Drama, Best Ensemble, Best Technical. 

Unfortunately we missed out on those awards but 
the production was then nominated for a prestigious 
Adelaide Critics Circle Award for the Best Community 
Theatre production in 2016 – and this time we won! 

L-R - Committee member Anthony Vawser, M Butterfly Director John Graham, Chairperson Vicky Horwood, backstage volunteers Jan 
Rice and Chrissy Slater at a production meeting for M Butterfly – definitely not standing still!. 

Congratulations to Director Geoff Brittain and to 
the very large team of people who brought this 
wonderful piece of theatre to our stage.

In 2016 we had positive comments from happy 
audiences for each of our productions.  We plan to 
achieve the same again this year with a program 
of three very diverse theatrical styles.

April - M Butterfly is a fascinating drama based 
on a true story. It premiered in 1988 winning 4 
Tony Awards and in 1989 the play was nominated 
for a Pulitzer Prize for Drama.  If you enjoy a good 
spy thriller and a “sometimes truth is stranger 
than fiction” story line then M Butterfly is perfect 
for you.

August - Rose’s Dilemma is a touching and 
unpredictable romantic comedy written by Pulitzer 
Prize-winning comic playwright Neil Simon. 
The plot centres around acclaimed author Rose 
Steiner who is suffering from writer’s block (and 
an empty bank account) brought on by the death 
of the love of her life: womanizing, hard-drinking 
mystery writer Walsh McLaren. You’ll need to 
make a booking to find out what happens.



November - The Importance of Being Earnest 
is classic Oscar Wilde at his wittiest best. Last year 
David Suchet played Lady Bracknell in London 
and this year Andrew Clark will be playing Lady 
Bracknell in Adelaide – you won’t want to miss it.

As with all other community theatre groups we 
find that getting actors to audition is no problem.  
Everyone wants to act!  However, we do always 
need help behind the scenes.  You can volunteer 
in set construction, stage managing, props, 
costumes, operating lights and sound and offering 
front of house assistance. Without personnel to 
fulfil these roles there is no production. I’m telling 
you the absolute truth when I say you do not 
require any previous experience, just a willingness 
to commit to a show and then be prepared to have 
a lot of fun.

Please talk to me or a Committee Member or 
email: info@stjudesplayers.asn.au to find out 
how you can join in the fun as a member of the St 
Jude’s Players family  

Have you considered becoming a subscriber –you 
will save money and benefit from a preferential 
booking period for all three 2017 productions. 
The cost is: $45 a year (Concession: $36) 
representing a saving of 25%. 
You will find all of the information in the enclosed 
leaflet – simply complete the details and return 
it with your payment. We will post your coupon 
booklet.

Our AGM is to be held on Thursday 23rd February 
at 7.30pm. Please think about coming along to 
find out more about the group and our plans 
for 2017. If you are a member of the St Jude’s 
Players family then you are entitled to vote at the 
AGM. Also - if you’re a member you may wish to 
consider nominating yourself for a role on the new 
committee. Paperwork and nomination forms will 
be sent out to members so watch the post and 
give the committee some thought.

Our AGM Guest Speaker is the well known, 
critically acclaimed, award winning, much 
respected and loved  Ian Rigney.

Ian has been involved in the 
Adelaide theatre scene for 
over fifty years, in productions 
ranging from comedy to 
drama and from music theatre 
to Music Hall. 
Ian’s last production for 
St Jude’s was the sell-out 
season of THE FOX ON THE 
FAIRWAY in 2013.

Amongst his several awards, Ian recently 
received the prestigious Richard Flynn Award 
which is presented for “Sustained Excellence and 
Contribution to Theatre in South Australia”. He will 
be chatting to us about his love of theatre and 
some of his favourite experiences over the years.

And that’s probably enough information for this 
letter. ̀ The Players wish you all a theatrically filled 
2017 and let us hope and pray that our fragmented 
world can find some peace.

Vicky Horwood
Chairman

 

Photographs  in  this  issue  of  
Spotlight  taken  by  Les Zetlein 

and  Don Oakley   
 

St. Jude’s  Players  Newsletter  
printed  by  Deegan  Printing,  

Edwardstown.  SA 

Our  November  Production 

THE BAR IS OPEN FOR ALL PERFORMANCES 
 

A glass of Red, White or “Bubbly” is available 
from our Box Office Bar – for just $5.  You are 
welcome to take your glass into the hall during 
the performance. 
 

Our ever-popular coffee, tea, orange juice 
and biscuits are still available from the 
kitchen servery. 

          Hugh  Hamilton  Wines 
                        a top quality drop 

Directed by 
Mary-Jane Minear 

November 
12th - 14th  &  18th - 21st 

 V  The  Critic 
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stjudesplayers.asn.au – has had a facelift.
Check out the website to see what we’ve been 
doing. 
Hopefully you will find it more user friendly, 
informative and interesting. We would be very keen 
to have your feedback so please don’t hesitate to 
email us on info@stjudesplayers.asn.au to tell us 
what you think.

Check out the website

ST JUDES AGM


