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M. Butterfly was inspired by international newspaper accounts 
of an espionage trial. A former French diplomat to Beijing and 
a Chinese opera singer were sentenced to six years in gaol for 
spying for China.

Writer David Henry Hwang tells us that the news article sparked 
the idea for the play, but it does not purport to be a factual 
record of a real event or real people. He stopped researching 
the actual events wanting to create his own answers to the 
questions many people had about the diplomat and his lover.

M Butterfly was a critically acclaimed success and in 1988 it 
received the Tony Award for Best Play, the Drama Desk Award 
for Outstanding Play and was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize 
for Drama in 1989.

M Butterfly tells us a fascinating story. Via the memories 
and dreams of the main character Gallimard, we learn of his 
downfall and imprisonment in Paris. This compelling drama 
examines themes of Western imperialism, sexual and racial 
stereotyping, the role illusion plays in perceptions and the 
ability for one person to truly know another. 

Spread over forty years in both France and China, the story 
has strong parallels to Puccini’s opera Madame Butterfly, 
which features significantly throughout the play. In addition, 

with the story having such strong references to China and the 
opera, the costumes are quite spectacular.

Director John Graham has brought together an amazing cast 
– James Whitrow, James Edwards, Ben Orchard, Chanelle Le 
Roux, Kristin Telfer, Kyla Booth, David Rapkin, Yuchao Jiang, 
Martin Wong, Bincheng Ye – and we are very excited to be 
able present this brilliant play for you. 

Season – 27 – 29 April, 3 – 6 May
St Jude’s Hall, 444 Brighton Road, BRIGHTON

Evenings @ 8.00pm Saturday Matinees @ 2.00pm.
Please note that the play does contain adult themes, some 
strong language and discreet male nudity.

The Director – John Graham
John has been involved in community theatre in Adelaide and 
rural SA for over fifty years as an 
actor, director and set designer. He 
has also served as a committee 
member with several companies 
both  in Adelaide and country SA. 

One of the many reasons he is 
involved in and passionate about 
theatre is that he believes it  can 
influence the way we think and 
feel about our own lives. Watching 
stories unfold before us encourages 
us to take a look at ourselves, our 
values and our behaviour. This is 
one of the things that attracted him 
to M Butterfly  - it examines so many of the preconceptions 
which govern our lives.

John previously worked with us in 2012, directing the delightful 
comedy-drama Butterflies are Free.  He is thrilled to return, 
this time with a totally different play, M. Butterfly. It seems 
he will always be known at St Jude’s for his association with 
butterflies!

He is an award winning director who is a joy to work with and 
we are happy he has chosen to direct for us again.

BUTTERFLY

 James Whitrow and Ben Orchard



AN OUTSTANDING AGM
The Minister of St Jude’s Parish 
is automatically appointed to the 
role of President of St Jude’s 
Players. It was great to have 
Rev Sophie Relf-Christopher, 
pictured here with retiring Chair 
Vicky Horwood, at the AGM.

Sophie presented a letter to 
Vicky and we are pleased to 
share a paragraph with you…. 

‘When I came to the Parish 
seven months ago, I was 
assured by the Committee 
that St Jude’s Players was no 
ordinary theatre group, that 
the productions were of a high standard and I might rightly feel 
proud to be President. I was invited to attend the opening night 
of ‘Calendar Girls’ and was blown away. I could not believe the 
depth of the cast and the quality of the production.  I am so 
thrilled to see the passion of the folks in the St Jude’s Players’ 
Thank you Sophie and welcome to St Jude’s Players.

Nicole Flint, Member for Boothby, also attended the AGM and 
was surprised by the number of people at the meeting. She later 
wrote on her facebook page that it was the most entertaining 
AGM she’d ever attended – even our meetings are fabulous!!

We farewelled (with pomp and ceremony) Chair Vicky Horwood, 
Treasurer Robert McCarthy and committee member Maxine 
Bowles. Each of the retirees had spent many years on committee 
and we thank them for all they have done. They will all continue 
to support the Players and you will see them Front of House in 
the coming season.

The committee for 2017 is Rosie Aust Chair, Mary-Jane Minear 
Treasurer, Eric Offler Membership Officer, Don Oakley, Anthony 
Vawser and we welcome new committee members Dee Elferink 
and Jan Rice.

Guest speaker, Ian Rigney was wonderfully entertaining and 
regaled us with some tales of a life well spent in theatre over the 
last 50 years.

All in all – a fine time was had by all.

From L –R  Chair Rosie, Ian, Vicky, and Nicole Flint.

Guest speaker Ian Rigney with some of his appreciative audience.

BECOME A PROUD SUBSCRIBER!
St Jude’s Players is passionate about the importance of 
theatre in our lives. We believe it is one of the most enjoyable 
aspects of entertainment and we work very hard to produce 
plays that you, as a member of the audience will enjoy. By 
being a subscriber you are not only supporting local theatre 
but you are saving money – now how can that be a bad thing?
A full Adult subscription costs $45. This provides you with 
three ticket coupons. The cost of an adult ticket at the door is 
$20 so you save $15 on the cost of those 3 tickets. 
The concession subscription is $36 which means you will 
save $12 overall.
If you take that a step further – you can buy two adult 
subscription booklets and two people can come to the play 
for just $30. You’ve saved $10 on the ticket price which will 
buy each of you a glass of wine. 
In addition our subscribers have an ability to book seats 
before non-subscribers. You have two weeks before general 
bookings open which means a greater choice of seats.
To become a subscriber please visit our website 
stjudesplayers@asn.au and follow the links or call 8296 2628 
or 0436 262 628. If you need to leave a message make sure 
you provide us with your contact details and, rest assured, we 
will get back to you asap.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER 
WITH US?
Are you interested in helping to create theatre? Fresh ideas, 
enthusiasm and passion are the driving force behind every 
community group and the Players are no exception.

We would love to have you as part of our ‘family’.

Whether you are helping to sell programs or interval refreshments, 
helping in the dressing room or backstage, assisting with lights 
or sound – you are helping to bring the director’s vision to life.

We have a vacancy on committee – if you love theatre and enjoy 
being part of a small, very social group then we might be just 
right for you! Give us a quick call to find out more.

 

The committee Anthony and Mary-Jane on the left, Dee standing at the 
right, Jan in the foreground are helping Eric celebrate his 60th birthday with 
a cake before our meeting – you could be part of this happy group!



Don being loaded 
into the ambulance.

CHRISTMAS PARTY 2016
Harold Minear wrote an entertaining, light-hearted revue of the 
Player’s year which he called 4 Traumas.

 

On the party night, the cast (L-R) Andrew Horwood, Lindy 
LeCornu, Andy Winwood and Barry Hill, did a 
terrific job under what turned out to be, very 
traumatic circumstances. Just before the party 
was due to start Life Member and hard worker 
Don Oakley had a fall down some steps back 
stage and broke his leg. There he was, lying 
in pain, being treated by paramedics while the 
cast were trying to get ready and stay calm.

Don was rushed off to hospital and spent 
several weeks in care. He is back at set 
construction now and well on the way to full 
recovery. He did take the old saying ‘break a 
leg’ just a tad too far.

This year Vicky presented ‘thank you for your great service’ medals 
to Andy Court, Maxine Bowles, Myra Wadell, Chrissy Slater and 
Eric Offler and to directors Geoff Brittain (When the Rain Stops 
Falling), Les Zetlein (Boeing Boeing) and Brian Knott  (Calendar 
Girls) to recognise their extraordinary skill in producing three 
wonderful, successful plays. The annual ‘Syb’ was presented to 
Keith Lord who did some amazing work as a member of the set 
construction team.

KITCHEN RENOVATION IN GRUNDY 
HALL
You will see a change in the hall as you make your way to your 
seat. There are new exit doors and a completely renovated 
kitchen and servery. Because the work is not quite complete 
we have not worked out the logistics of how best to manage 
refreshments during interval. There will be some differences 
and it will take us a little while to have it running with our usual 
efficiency. We ask you to bear with us and we apologise in 
advance if there is any confusion.

MEDAL WINNERS

Andy Courts – technical 
support. Chrissy Slater – props 

and costumes.

Myra Waddell - costume 
assistant.

Maxine Bowles – costumes, 
committee and hard work.

Syb Award – Keith Lord with Sybil Woollard.

Geoff Brittain

Les Zetlein

Brian Knott

SOCIAL MEDIA
The Players are working hard to get our message out to patrons 
of all ages. We have a very busy facebook page. Search for St 
Jude’s Players on facebook and LIKE us. Our posts will then 
appear on your page keeping you up to date with the latest news.

We are now also on instagram. Find us at stjudesplayersbrightonsa

PREVIEW NIGHTS – THE IDEAL 
FUNDRAISER FOR YOU!
If you are part of a smaller group with limited resources for fundraising 
then we have the answer. You can book tickets for the final full dress 
rehearsal of each production. You buy tickets from us at a very 
reduced price and sell them to your group members and their friends. 
You can have as few as 40 tickets or as many as 120 and you can 
make as much as $10 per ticket. That’s $1000 profit for 100 tickets – 
for minimal effort. How easy is that?
There are still tickets available for the Neil Simon comedy Rose’s 
Dilemma on Wed August 2nd and for Oscar Wilde’s classic The 
Importance of Being Earnest on Wed November 15th.
These are very popular plays and the nights will go quickly. Don’t 
miss an opportunity to raise funds while having a great night at the 
theatre.
Contact rosieaust@hotmail.com for all information. 
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Our  November  Production 

THE BAR IS OPEN FOR ALL PERFORMANCES 
 

A glass of Red, White or “Bubbly” is available 
from our Box Office Bar – for just $5.  You are 
welcome to take your glass into the hall during 
the performance. 
 

Our ever-popular coffee, tea, orange juice 
and biscuits are still available from the 
kitchen servery. 

          Hugh  Hamilton  Wines 
                        a top quality drop 

Directed by 
Mary-Jane Minear 

November 
12th - 14th  &  18th - 21st 

 V  The  Critic 
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A FABULOUS END TO AN AWARD 
WINNING SEASON.
The final play of 2016 was the moving and poignant ‘comedy’ 
Calendar Girls.

The play was enjoyed by both audiences and reviewers alike 
and the good news is – it was almost a sellout season. We 
even had to put out the House Full notice on the final night.

We are proud to provide some excerpts from reviewer 
Kerry Cooper in Stage Whispers: Director Brian Knott has 
assembled a stellar cast to bring the heart-warming story 
of Calendar Girls to life for St Jude’s Players…. Wonderful 
characterisations are delivered by all actors, each with their 
own quirk. Act one ends with the side-splitting shooting of the 
calendar…. without a doubt the highlight of the play…. This 
show delivers in spades. 

It was wonderfully refreshing to read Adelaide Theatre 
Guide’s Fran Edwards review. She was generous 
in her praise of the director and cast but she was 
also impressed with the ‘behind the scenes’ work:   
St Judes’ Hall is not a big space and I am constantly amazed 
at the level of detail and authenticity they can achieve with 
their sets. Ole Weibkin and his helpers have done a great 
job, again. Costumes, coordinated by Maxine Bowles, go 
a long way to helping the players establish their characters 
and the props (by Chrissie Slater) and smooth set changes 
keep the focus on the cast. Add to this the lighting and 
sound operated by Andy Courts, making a fine production. 
This production will touch your heart and make you laugh – 
another fine St Jude’s performance.

Congratulations to Brian, his amazing cast and crew for a 
splendid final production.

Next Production 2017 

Performance dates 3rd - 5th and 9th - 12th August

Neil Simon’s light hearted script will warm us up on a cold 
winter night. 

In her beach house in the Hamptons, celebrated writer Rose 
Stern stands at a crossroads: she hasn’t written anything in 
years and money is getting short. She is determined to write 
another blockbuster and when her former lover, literary lion 
Walsh McLaren, offers her an opportunity to re-gain her fame 
and fortune, she leaps in with both feet.

Director Brian Godfrey has a very experienced cast -Lyn 
Wilson, Andrew Horwood, Laura Antoniazzi and Simon 
Lancione: this is going to be fun.


