
PREFERENTIAL POSTAL BOOKINGS NOW OPEN FOR SUBSCRIBERS (form enclosed).
GENERAL BOOKINGS OPEN 12th JULY

Telephone: 0436 262 628 or Landline: 8296 2628 
On-line:  bookings@stjudesplayers.asn.au
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MEMORY OF WATER
Three estranged sisters meet on the eve of their mother’s 
funeral to argue and misremember in Shelagh Stephenson’s 
examination of the structures of memory and family.   As they 
attempt to organise 
her funeral, memories 
of their childhood run 
together and the secrets 
of their separate lives 
are revealed. Theresa, 
owner of an alternative 
therapy business, is 
seemingly content with 
her second marriage 
but angry that she was 
left to care for their 
dying mother.  Mary, a 
vaguely discontented 
but successful doctor, 
has an equally 
successful but married 
lover and is still 
struggling with a deep 
loss from her past. Catherine, who indulges in binge shopping 
and drugs seeks, attention through a succession of short-term 
partners.

The play opened in London in 1996 and was awarded the 
Olivier Award for Best Comedy. But it is melancholic too, 
as the emotional bruises of the sisters’ childhood emerge. 
Memories fade, blur and persist as the sisters bicker, watched 
over by the ghost of the mother to whom they are preparing to 
say goodbye.  Their mother is the ghost in the machine.  

She goes through them like wine through water.  Whether 
they like it or not.   Nothing ends entirely.

Season – 2nd – 4th and 9th – 11th August  
St Jude’s Hall

444 Brighton Road Brighton
Evenings at 8pm and Saturday matinees at 2pm

DIRECTOR - GEOFF 
BRITTAIN
We are pleased to welcome Geoff 
back to work with us once again.  He 
is a skilled, award winning director who 
has directed for many of Adelaide’s 
Theatre groups including Adelaide 
Repertory, Therry, Stirling Players & University Theatre Guild. 
In 2003 Geoff formed the REDchilli Theatre Company directing 
many outstanding productions including Extremities, Two, 
Speaking in Tongues, Under Milk Wood, Home, Look Back in 
Anger and Road.

He has directed six wonderful plays for us - The Secret Rapture, 
And a Nightingale Sang, Someone Who’ll Watch Over Me, The 
Deep Blue Sea, Playing Sinatra and in 2016, When the Rain 
Stops Falling which won the Adelaide Critics Circle Group Award.

Geoff has cast a group of very talented performers – Madeline 
Marin, Jenny Allan, Cheryl Douglas, Laura Antoniazzi, Jock 
Dunbar and Stuart Pearce. These photos, taken by Richard 
Parkhill, indicate just how hard Laura, Cheryl and Jenny are 
working at rehearsals.

PLAYWRIGHT– SHELAGH 
STEPHENSON
Shelagh Stephenson has written 
several radio plays for BBC Radio 
and won a Writer’s Guild Award for 
Best Original Radio Play. She writes 
for television and was one of the co-
writers for the popular series Downton 
Abbey. The Memory of Water is 
Shelagh’s  first stage play, 



A MAN FOR FOUR SEASONS – SIMPLY 
BRILLIANT!!

On Saturday June 16 a group of dedicated patrons braved 
the arctic conditions to attend our special ‘one night only’ 
entertainment – and they were so happy they did.

It was terrific – the one act play was written by Ramsey Whittle-
Jeffers who is the son of committee member Gigi Jeffers. 
Ramsey lives in London and he has written short stories for 
years but this was his first attempt at writing for the stage. The 
audience thought the script was so good they expressed a 
desire for him to expand it into a full two act play.

Gigi, who directed the playreading, was born in Lebanon 
and raised in London. She trained as an actor and worked 
professionally in the UK in theatre, film and television roles. In 
2009 she came to Australia for an extended six-month holiday 
and is still here 9 years later and loving it. She was so excited 
and proud to be able to direct her son’s first foray into theatre. 
We are happy that Gigi brought her wealth of experience and 
skill to our committee.

The characters David (Lindsay Dunn), Ellen (Rhonda Grill), 
Hunter (Ben Orchard) and Sophie (Carolina Kaye) were brought 
to life in a matter of a few rehearsals. While chatting with the 
audience straight after the performance, each cast member 
said how much they enjoyed the challenge and found it very 
exciting to be playing these completely new characters. We are 
so grateful to them for the hard work they did for just one night.

The audience were enthusiastic in their Q&A with Gigi and the 
cast and relished the opportunity to chat to them about their craft.

      

                                                                      

L-R David Rapkin, Gigi Jeffers, Rhonda Grill, Carolina Kaye, Ben Orchard

70 YEARS OF GREAT 
ENTERTAINMENT! 
Next year will be a very exciting 
year as we celebrate our 70th 
Birthday.  Yes - we have been 
bringing great entertainment 
to our local community and wider 
Adelaide for 70 years!   On Christmas Eve 1948, following 
evensong, thirty three aspiring actors were experiencing 
‘opening night nerves’ before performing a nativity play by 
Dorothy L Sayers.   From these humble beginnings came 
the St Jude’s players and we have grown from strength to 
strength. In 1998 the Rector of St Jude’s summed up our 
success with the following words ‘The Players’ has excelled 
and now holds a leading position amongst amateur theatre 
groups…they have stood the test of time for a number of 
reasons.  They produce good quality plays.  The acting gets 
high praise from a wide range of critics.  Ingenuity provides 
for creative and sometimes remarkable set design’.  We 
believe, those words written 20 years ago still apply today.

As well as three great plays we will have a couple of surprises 
to celebrate our 70th birthday year so keep watching this 
space. 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A 
FUNDRAISER?
If you are looking for a fundraising opportunity we have the 
answer.  On our preview night  (Wednesday before opening 
night of the season) we can sell tickets to your group for only 
$10. You can then sell them on to your supporters for whatever 
you choose.  If you sell for our normal adult ticket price you can 
make a profit of $12 per ticket (or $8 concession) so it is a very 
easy way of fundraising.  You must purchase a minimum of 40 
tickets but can buy up to 150 tickets.   Preview nights sell out 
quickly so please ring early so that you are not disappointed. 
Preview night for “Memory of Water” will be Wednesday 1st 
August and there are still some tickets available.
If you think you can organise a small group (40 tickets can 
raise $400) please contact:-

Rosie Aust mob:0409 869 690 or  
email rosieaust@hotmail.com

The audience also ‘relished’ the splendid supper and spent 
time chatting while sipping a glass of the delicious Hugh 
Hamilton Wines. The general response was – please do that 
again.



MARY JANE SAVES THE DAY
Our lighting technician Leigh Wheatley was rushed to hospital 
just days before the opening of ‘Taking Steps’.  Having 
no lighting technician is a disaster!  Lighting is an intrinsic 
element of every play and it was particularly important to 
this production.  The ‘in dominatable’ Mary Jane came to the 
rescue and spent hours making sure she was familiar with all 
83 cues before opening night. It was a mammoth effort but 
MJ did an excellent job under very difficult circumstances. 
Director Kym Clayton and cast were incredibly grateful and 
we extend a huge thank you from the committee. MJ  is our 
treasurer and booking co-ordinator so, while she was not 
lighting, she still had to make sure we didn’t mess up the 
money and the tickets. Mary-Jane is pictured here with her 
box office stalwarts (and committee members) Don Oakley & 
John Thompson.

NEWS FROM THE ST JUDE’S FAMILY NONAGENARIANS RULE!
In July, Sybil, the youngest of our three amazing Woollard 
sisters will celebrate her ninetieth birthday. These wonderful 
women (L-R) Issy Norton, Sybil Woollard and Tarlie Dack are 
all Life Members of the players. Issy is a founding member 
and has been with us from the very first performance in 
1948! Syb still comes to every set construction morning to 
organise morning tea for her ‘screw crew’ and Tarlie attends 
every opening night with dozens of her world famous cream 
puffs for the supper. Issy spent 70 years as a performer, Sybil 
spent 68 years backstage and Tarlie spent 55 years as the 
bookings/box office manager – we are so proud to have them 
all very actively involved with us on every production.

Another icon of community theatre, Harold Minear pictured at 
his office desk, is also reaching the venerable age of ninety. 
He is a Life Member of the Players but is celebrated by many 
theatre groups in the city. Harold is a member of our play 
reading group and helps to select our program of plays each 
year. He is busily working on adding to out history booklet for 
our 70th year.

Theatre is inspiring and life changing and these four fabulous 
people are part of that inspiration. They will be very involved 
in our 70th anniversary celebrations next year.

YOU CAN BE IN THE PLAYER’S FAMILY 
– we are looking for people to join the committee. Don’t 
wait for the AGM – put your hand up now. No need for a 
huge amount of theatre knowledge but a keen interest and 
enthusiasm are definite requirements. We are really  keen 
to have a member who is interested in publicity, writing and 
graphic design – could that be you?

Contact Rosie on Mob: 0409 869 690 or  
email info@stjudes.asn.au  

We are happy to report that Leigh survived a really serious 
pneumonia with complications. He spent a couple of weeks 
in hospital but is now ‘almost’ back to normal. 

Here he is at his lighting desk on the night of A Man For Four 
Seasons.



TAKING STEPS – ‘…a uniformly strong cast.’

Frothy yet fiendishly difficult, Alan 
Ayckbourn’s 1979 Taking Steps is 
farce with the doors off.
In plot terms, it’s deliberately 
conventional: a creaky manor 
setting; six eccentric characters, 
each seeking something deeply 
important in that moment; a series 
of bed-hopping and mistaken 
identity manoeuvres – and our 
audiences loved every minute.
The ‘fiendishly difficult’ element is the set – a run down three 
storey mansion – with all three storeys condensed onto the 
one level of the stage. Stairs and passageways are mimed 
and the furnishings of an attic garret, a master bedroom and 
a ground floor sitting room are combined. Once the audience 
understands the concept, the choreographed movements are 
fascinating to watch.
Peter Burdon said in The Advertiser
‘Taking Steps is a clever mix of physical and observational 
comedy. Director Kym Clayton, who has more than a little 
Ayckbourn under his belt, has drawn some excellent 
performances from a uniformly strong cast.

In Stage Whispers Barry Hill wrote
‘Director Kym Clayton has done a polished job masterminding 
the movement on a small stage. Thanks to his work the play 
flows smoothly and the characters are clearly defined. 

St Jude’s have a well-deserved reputation for making the 
most of a small stage space and this set is no exception; well 
executed and with attention to detail, it becomes one of the 
stars of the play. Set dressing and costumes are appropriate 
to the period and add another finishing touch’

     

    

    

HISTORY MONTH
On May 16 St Jude’s Church held an event to celebrate His-
tory Month. The Players are very much part of the history of 
the Parish and we were excited to be involved in the morning. 
Here are some photos of our display which was of great inter-
est to the people on each of the four tours.

The last group was from the day care centre next door and 
they had a wonderful time thinking about how they could play 
the role of an alligator onstage, or of what they would use as 
a costume if they were playing a Grandpa.

Photographs in this issue taken by Rosie Aust
St Jude’s Players Newsletter printed by Deegan Printing

Edwardstown SA – Ph 83741424

OUR NEXT PRODUCTION IS - 

NOVEMBER


