
   
     

 

 

 

OUR NEXT PRODUCTION: OLIVER TWISTED
THE PLAY:
This is the final play in our Year for Youth, with 20 
children given the opportunity to perform in this 
production. The original Dickens’ story of Oliver 
Twist is well known. A young orphan struggles to 
survive as he navigates the hazards and brutality 
of mid-19th Century London’s dark side. Many are 
familiar with the 1968 movie, Oliver!, a musical 
based on this story. St Jude’s, however, will not be 
performing Oliver! but are presenting a non-musical 
version of Dickens’ story...with a twist. Director Larry 
Waller has written an adaptation, resetting it in 
present day Adelaide.

THE DIRECTOR: LARRY WALLER
Larry is excited to be working with St Jude’s Players for the 
first time, following a move here from the United Kingdom in 
2019. He has many years of experience directing, producing, 
writing, teaching and acting, after training as an actor in 
London. After graduating from Drama school in 1991, Larry 
has worked in TV, film and theatre as an actor and director, 
enjoying the professional opportunities that have come his 
way in a very competitive and challenging profession. Acting 
credits include Treasure Island in the West End, and multiple appearances 
in Coronation Street (ITV), The Knock and Cracker. Directing and producing 
credits include Nicholas Nickleby, The Passion of the Christ and Romeo and 
Juliet (working with an all-teen cast). He founded and was director of the 
award-winning theatre company Captive Audience Theatre for several years 
and more recently produced and wrote the very well received Sinatra and 
Friends for the Adelaide Fringe in 2020. Larry is enjoying working on Oliver 
Twisted with St Jude’s Players this year. Submitting an adapted Dickens story 
and translating some of the ideas and concepts, then bringing it to the stage 
in 2022, is a wonderful opportunity to direct his first play in Adelaide. Larry 
balances directing theatre with a senior role in the not-for-profit sector 
working with children and young people. He loves being busy and is looking 
forward to a fruitful career directing more theatre in Adelaide. 

THE WRITER AND ADAPTATION:  
Charles Dickens was an English writer and committed social 
critic. He created some of the world’s best-known fictional 
characters and is regarded by many as the greatest novelist 
of the Victorian era. His works enjoyed unprecedented 
popularity during his lifetime and, by the 20th century, critics 
and scholars had recognised him as a literary genius. Dickens 
wrote many of his classic stories to highlight the injustice 
between the rich and the poor, to challenge some of the legal 
precedents of the time, and reflect on how much is needed to be done to 
bring equality to the world of those more vulnerable.
Larry teaches theatre to young people of all ages and this adaptation allows 
space for two casts of 10 young people and 10 adults to work together in an 
ensemble. This environment allows much to be shared, experiences to learn 
from each other and create a totally unique piece of theatre. Larry posed 
the question in this production - has that much changed in 2022 since the 
story was published in 1837? Larry has adapted Christmas Carol, Nicholas 
Nickleby and now Oliver Twisted. He obviously has a love of the works of 
Dickens. What’s next we wonder?

SEASON DATES:
Thursday November 10th 
Friday November 11th 
Saturday November 12th (Matinee only)  
Sunday November 13th (Matinee only)  
Thursday November 17th 
Friday November 18th 
Saturday November 19th (Matinee only)  
Sunday November 20th (Matinee only)  

 BECOME A SUBSCRIBER! 

Would you like to see more St Jude’s plays for less money…
…and still have the flexibility to pick and choose?

Have you ever considered becoming a subscriber?
Here’s a thought…

a year’s subscription would make a very nice Christmas present for a lover 
of theatre…

or a double subscription for a couple, or theatre buddies.
Subscriptions for 2023 are now available:

COMPARE:
Subscription:  $60 a year
Concession:   $45 a year

What do you get?
•	  Discount: A booklet containing 3 vouchers for use during the year – a 

saving of 24%.
•	  Flexibility: Use these 3 vouchers any time during the year, any way you 

want. Some possibilities: 
use one voucher per production. 
use them up in one hit by inviting 2 friends to share them with you 
for one production.  

•	  Preferential Bookings: Preferential bookings for all three 2023 
productions.

•	  Newsletter: Our newsletter Spotlight, posted or emailed to subscribers.

OR
Our Regular Prices

Ticket prices for 2023 are:
Adult $25. Concession $20. Children $15.

Party (10 or more) $18.
Subscriber vouchers will not be counted in a

party booking group.
We are committed to keeping even these standard prices  

lower than most other theatre groups.

To subscribe, please complete the form attached
and forward with your payment or credit card details to:

St Jude’s Players Inc.

Our newsletter, Spotlight, is currently posted or emailed to subscribers. 
Emailing is our preferred option (economically and environmentally) so 

please provide an email address if possible.
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  OUR LAST PRODUCTION: DOGFIGHT
We pulled out all stops for our August production, the 
musical, Dogfight, and were rewarded with a spirited and 
impactful production, thanks to director Brian Godfrey 
and his colleagues Ben Stefanoff (musical director) and 
Jethro Pidd (movement coach). The cast was wonderful, 

the musicians superb, and the technical, hair, wardrobe, set and prop crews 
meticulous. The theme, which was both stirring and touching, gave us food 
for reflection.
What the Critics Said:
Broadway World: “Brian Godfrey’s direction of Dogfight is outstanding.” 
Theatre Travels: “From the stunning opening act, where the harmonizing 
and music was on point, backed by a four-piece band nestled at the back 
of the stage, to the numerous musical numbers throughout the two-
act performance, creators of Dogfight…have had their story beautifully 
presented on the other side of the world.”
“Dogfight was an unexpected surprise from an incredibly talented cast and 
production team that will most definitely help shape the future of South 
Australian theatre.”
TASA: “The leads, Ruby Pinkerton as Rose, and Gus Robson as Eddie, gave 
sustained and moving performances. Their characterisation was both strong 
and subtle and their interaction was central to the play’s success.”

“This musical in turn challenged, confronted and amused us and ultimately 
reassured us. It’s not only worth seeing - it should be seen.”

  

VALE OLE WIEBKIN
As our last Spotlight went into publication, we 
were saddened to receive news of Ole Wiebkins’ 
sudden passing. Ole was a behind-the-scenes 
man, so many probably wouldn’t have known 
him. You may, however, have been familiar with 
his amazing sets. Let us give you a glimpse into 
the life of this unique and fascinating man, who 
is indeed missed by those fortunate enough to 
befriend and work with him.
Ole was always very talented at drawing and painting. On leaving school, he 
had the opportunity of attending the Slade Art School in London, but chose 
to pursue a career in science, gaining a PhD. Among Ole’s lecturers were 
two of the most influential figures of the twentieth century, J Z Young and 
David Attenborough. As a young man, Ole immigrated to Australia. Always 
one with his own way of doing things, he would occasionally disappear into 
the vast expanses of Australia, earning a crust in an abattoir, working on a 
Thursday Island fishing trawler and helping the indigenous people drill for 
water in the Northern Territory, among other adventures.
From an early age at school, Ole became interested in theatre set design. He 
has designed for Marie Clarke, G&S Society, Adelaide Rep, Therry Theatre, 
Theatre Guild…and St Jude’s. In 2004, Ole and director Geoff Brittain forged 
a close partnership, working together on 20 productions for several theatre 
companies, including St Jude’s. The resulting sets drew many accolades for 
Ole from critics, audiences and production members. 

Ole was known for the wet paint on stage as the curtain was rising - he 
wanted to get everything just right and the sight lines also needed to be right. 
He threw himself into painting the sets, sometimes into the wee hours, to 
complete them to his satisfaction. He always paid great attention to details 
and ensured historical details were correct. Ole had a deep understanding 
and appreciation of the holistic approach to set design, bearing in mind 
the interplay of costume, props and lighting design, and had the brilliant 
technical skills to maximise the total effect. His designs were creative and 
distinctive, often breathtaking. 
For St Jude’s, Ole designed the sets for Playing Sinatra (2014), When the 
Rain Stops Falling (2016), Memory of Water (2018), Things I Know to be True 
(2019) and most recently, Vincent in Brixton (2022), which, unbeknownst 
to Ole at the time, would be his last. He also designed the sets for They’re 
Playing Our Song (2010) and Calendar Girls (2016).
Don Oakley, our set manager, remarks, “Not only was he so giving of his 
knowledge to me and all the crew - he listened to what they had to say, and 
incorporated any useful ideas into the set.” 
Lighting designer Richard Parkhill shares, “Ole was the very best of humans 
and the very best of set designers. I miss you Ole…your sets were the best 
I’ve ever had to light.” 

…and from director Geoff Brittain: “We won’t see his like again.”

  

The St Jude’s Players acknowledge 
the support of and extend our sincere 
thanks to our regular supporters:

deegan 
printing

BOOKINGS: 
Online: stjudesplayers.asn.au (General bookings open Thursday 19th October 2022)

Phone: 0436 262628

We extend to you all our best wishes for the  
coming festive season.

Have a safe and restorative break…

… and we look forward to seeing you in 2023!

Vincent in Brixton 

Things I Know to be True
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